
Call for Nominations - Frans van der Helm early career researcher award  

Frans van der Helm, professor of Biomechatronics and Biorobotics at TU Delft, was one 
of the founders of the Dutch Biomedical Engineering Congress and was its chairman 
until 2019. Thanks to him, the congress has become what it is today: the most 
important platform for biomedical engineering research in the Netherlands. He has 
particularly worked hard to increase the visibility of young researchers in the field: there 
is no comparable congress where there is always room for almost 100 oral 
presentations by young BME researchers. Even more reason to honour Frans by naming 
the prize for young researchers of the BME congress after him.  

Eligibility and Selection Criteria  

• Completed PhD no more than 8 years ago (extension rules NOW apply) 
• Academic appointment at a Dutch scientific or research institution  
• Demonstrable biomedical research impact  
• Demonstrable commitment to knowledge transfer to the general public  
• Excellent scientific track record, in relation to the number of years working as a 

researcher  
• Pro: demonstrable cross-disciplinary research 
• The nominee is able to attend the BME conference. 

The winner receives a prize of € 1.000,- and will provide a talk during the BME 
conference. 

Know a researcher whose work exemplifies this vision? Nominate them to help us 
recognize research excellence that makes a meaningful impact in the BME field. 

We ask managers or colleagues to nominate people who meet the criteria. Send a 
short motivation and, if available, a CV or biography to  info@excelcs.nl before 
October 1st 2026. 


